
President Elect - Nitish Suvarna, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C 

“I enjoy being involved with projects that have strong contextual influences. I 
greatly appreciate the spirit of designing and working on holistic projects 
that incorporate good design principles with strong ecological and 
environmental responses. I work well with tight schedules and pride myself 
on being highly efficient and a strong team player. In my spare time, I am 
trying my hand at golf and softball.” 

Nitish brings a hands-on, dedicated approach to each of his projects. He is actively involved in all phases, from design 
through construction, preferring to be on-site for construction meetings as often as necessary. Nitish’s enthusiasm for, 
and proficiency in Building Information Modeling (BIM) has been invaluable in providing cross-discipline coordination 
leading to the successful completion of numerous projects.  Nitish received his Master of Architecture from The 
University of New Mexico, School of Architecture + Planning and is registered in New Mexico. 

 

 

Treasurer - Rebekah Bellum, AIA, LEED AP BD&C, NCARB 

Rebekah has been a member of the Cherry/See/Reames team since 2007. She is 
currently a licensed architect in the State of New Mexico and is an Associate in 
the Firm. She received a Bachelor of Arts in Architecture from the University of 
New Mexico (UNM) and a Master of Architecture from the University of 
Colorado at Denver. In addition, she holds a Master of Arts in Art History and a 
Graduate Certificate in Historic Preservation and Regionalism from UNM. She is 
listed on the NM Historic Preservation Division Directory of Qualified 
Supervisory Personnel under the Architectural History Division. 

Rebekah has managed projects, ranging from small tenant improvements to ground-up buildings, and has worked 
extensively on educational, public, and commercial projects. She contributes greatly to the production of construction 
drawings for all major projects in the office, both in Revit and in AutoCAD. She has also been mentored to take a 
prominent role in the firm’s historic preservation projects. She has gained valuable experience working with the State 
Historic Preservation Division, the Santa Fe Historic Preservation Division, and the City of Albuquerque Landmarks 
Commission. She is a diligent researcher and works hard to produce comprehensive reports and documentation of 
historic properties. 

Rebekah dedicates a great deal of time to involvement in her church, serving on an art and display committee, 
volunteering with the high school student group, and developing relationships with the church’s partners around the 
world. She supports Steelbridge in downtown Albuquerque and spends time volunteering there on a monthly basis. In 
addition, she loves to run and is a member of the Sole Sisters running club, a group that has a heart for community and 
for empowering women in Albuquerque. 

  



Director - John Giddens, AIA, LEED AP BD+C, NCARB 

Growing up in New Mexico, John developed an appreciation for the abundant local 
Native American vernacular architecture of the region. The belief that good design 
can be beneficial to people and the planet led John to study architecture at the 
University of New Mexico and the University of Colorado at Denver. John worked in 
architecture firms in Denver, Colorado and Missoula, Montana before returning to 
New Mexico, where he has been working at Greer-Stafford Architecture. 

 

 

 

 

 

NM Representative - Emily Brudenell, AIA, LEED AP BD+C 

Emily works on a variety of project types, including multifamily housing, 
medical office and site planning.  While she has experience in new 
construction, Emily also enjoys the unique challenges and rewards of 
renovation projects. At SCOUT, she demonstrates her passion for design, 
function and sustainability. Emily is an ardent believer that great design 
makes a difference: it sets the stage for a better world. She is AIA 
Albuquerque President for 2019, an Alumnus of the Leadership New Mexico 
Connect program and volunteers to teach Design Thinking with the School 
Zone Institute. Emily grew up in Boise Idaho, graduated with her Masters in 
Architecture from Tulane University in New Orleans and has been in 
Albuquerque ever since. She loves the New Mexico landscape and enjoys  
opportunities to explore it with her two dogs Carlos and Dani. 

 

 


